
FROM PASTOR DAVE..…. Through this new program, Thrivent will provide up to 
$250 of seed money, along with other resources, to 
help us coordinate an educational event, or conduct a 
service activity, or organize a fundraiser.   We have 
lots of activities and ministries that we do together that 
would be eligible – we just need to coordinate our ef-
forts since only one Thrivent member can apply per 
event.    So, again, if you are a Thrivent member, and 
you did not receive a letter from me, please contact 
the church office so that we can provide you with the 
needed information, or check it out at 
www.Thrivent.com/actionteam.  
We are so pleased to have already received grants 
towards our involvement in the Annandale Chamber 
Chili Cook-off, and to support our Fourth of July Fire-
cracker 5K Walk/Run and the Taco Booth, Septuafest, 
and Vacation Bible School.   And we are currently 
awaiting confirmation on an Action Grant for our 
“God’s Work, Our Hands” Sunday this fall.  So, if you 
are a Thrivent member, and you qualify, let us know 
that you are willing to participate!  Also, if you have 
ideas of educational events, service activities or fund-
raisers that we should consider – please pass on your 
ideas!   Thanks! 
Just Wondering 
2017 will mark the 500th Anniversary of Martin Luther 
nailing the 95 Statements – which began the 
Protestant Reformation.  As a result, I have been re-
ceiving lots of information regarding “trips” to Germany 
in 2017.   I am wondering if there would be interest in 
putting a trip together for members and friends of St. 
John’s?   If there is, I would pursue more information.   
So, please let me know if you would be interested in 
such a trip – you can drop me an email or give me a 
call.   If there seems to be enough interest, we’ll take 
the next step. 

A Gentle Reminder 
June wasn’t a good month financially – it didn’t help 
that we had the second half of our insurance due that 
month, a large VBS order, my HRA, and a couple of 
other unusual large bills.   So please remember, as we 
close out the summer, that if you are out of town, and 
thus not in worship, that you can contribute your offer-
ings online using your credit card or debit card – just 
visit our website – it’s that easy.   Thanks! 
 
Have a GREAT end of the summer! 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Dave 
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Good News! 
The Good 

News!  

is also 

available at  
www.stjohns-

annandale.org. 

Summer Flying By 
It’s hard to believe that we are already to August!   It 
seems like school just ended, and now, at the end of this 
month, school will be back in full swing!   I don’t know 
about you, but it feels like, the older I get, that time goes 
by so much faster!  I hope that you have had the oppor-
tunity to get out and enjoy God’s good creation!   I hope 
that you have made time in your schedule for relaxation, 
recreation, and renewal.    If you haven’t, I hope that you 
can find some time this month – before the busy fall 
schedule kicks in once again. 
Vacation Bible School 
One of the key “ministries” of our congregation will take 
place this month – and that’s our annual Vacation Bible 
School Week.   For five nights, our building will be hum-
ming with the sound of young voices singing, laughing 
and praying.   I am grateful for all the volunteers who, 
each year, step forward – and give of their time – and 
model the love of Christ for the youngest among us – es-
pecially Michelle Wang and her enthusiastic leadership!   
I am grateful that, during that week, St. John’s becomes 
a “welcome place” for not only our own youth – but for 
many friends, community members, and grandchildren of 
members!    Please keep our VBS in your prayers – and 
if you can, let Michelle know that you are willing to lend a 
hand! 
Commissioning Service 
On Sunday, August 9th, we will be commissioning Terri 
Jensen and Mona Volden as they travel once again to 
Matamba, Tanzania, as our representatives.   Please 
note the article in this month’s newsletter about specific 
items that you can contribute for the sake of our brothers 
and sisters in Matamba.   Please join us on August 9th as 
we pray for Terri and Mona – for safety in their travels – 
for the strength for the journey – and for our partnership 
in Christ with the Matamba parish. 
Healing Prayers 
August has five Sundays – and so, we will once again be 
offering the opportunity to receive the laying on of hands, 
and individual prayer, on Sunday, August 30th, at both of 
our worship services. 
Thrivent Action Teams 
If you are a Thrivent member, and you did not recently 
receive a letter from me informing you of the wonderful 
new opportunity we have, as Thrivent members, to make 
an impact through our congregation and within our com-
munity; please contact the church office.   This is too 
good of an opportunity for us not to take advantage of it.   
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From Pastor Tom’s Desk...  
 

I write to you right after coming out of our Septuafest celebration.  This is a brunch that honors the matriarchs 
of our fellowship.  It was marked by classy distinction and holy hilarity.  From the moment I walked into our 
fellowship hall I recognized this event as “something else.”  The ladies were dressed in their finest and the 
sound of joy and happiness lifted their conversation.  More than 80 special ladies were in attendance.  I com-
mented to one of the young hostesses about how special this was, and she claimed “privilege.”  “These ladies 
have served us for so long, it is a joy to be able to honor and serve them.”  I was so proud and pleased with 
the way St. John’s Lutheran Church does ministry! 
When I got back into the office the conversation had already shifted to the next horizon, Vacation Bible 
School.  Ninety-five children have already registered.  It is likely that last minute decisions and schedule 
changes will bring more.  It takes an army of volunteers to lead these energetic youngsters, and we have 
them! 
I want you to try to put this all into perspective.  Young children and ladies 70+ years have just been touched 
by the gospel, and they will long remember it.   The children will build upon this encounter the rest of their 
lives.   
The joy is that these human touches will be used by our heavenly father.  His word will not come back empty.   
Thank You to all of you for making St. John’s ministry vital, and thank you for your continued support to keep 
this vital ministry ongoing.   
 
Pr. Tom 
INDNJC 

BACK TO SCHOOL SUPPLIES:  We will again be collecting school supplies for Annandale 
Elementary and Middle Schools, to be given to children who need them.  School supply 
lists are available in the gathering area; please pick up a few items as you are out shop-
ping and bring them in to the church by August 21st.  Thank you!   
BACKPACK BLESSING-SUNDAY, AUGUST 23RD:  As August begins, many families begin to 
shop for books, school supplies and clothes with school just around the corner.  We want 
to celebrate and bless the beginning of another school year by inviting all students, pre-
school through adult, to bring your backpack or lunch box to worship services at 8:30 or 
10:00 for a special blessing. 

SEPTUAFEST: Special thanks to all who attend-
ed our Septua celebration! We had a delightful 
morning filled with delicious food, engaging 
conversations and many laughs. All 84 ladies 
attending also enjoyed the fellowship of our 
honored guests who are wonderful at any age!   
 
We are very grateful to all who made our Sep-
tua celebration a huge success: Cliff Franzen & 
Lonnie Baack for their help in the kitchen, 
Heather, Halle, Izzy and Blake Jensen and Jo-
sie Jerpseth with set-up and decorating, Shari 
Wahlberg, Pat Baack, Char Jerpseth, Molly 
Merrill, Pam Fligel, Cheryl Larson, Katelyn Gil-
bertson for their serving help, Jenny Aleckson 
for saying our devotion and Lisa Dietrich-
Blocker and Bonnie Schmidt for help with ad-
dress labels and copies.  Thank you to WELCA, 
Endowment Committee and Thrivent for their 
financial support of this special event!   
   - Sandy Jerpseth and Brenda Gilbertson 

THIS YEARS FIRECRACKER 5K WAS AN OUTSTANDING 

SUCCESS!  We had 105 registered runners, our highest to 
date. The race was held the morning of July 4 at 7:30 am 
with wonderful weather welcoming the racers. Blake An-
derson, 19, of Sartell was the first of 105 runners to cross 
the finish line, doing so in 15:55. That set a new course 
record!  McKenzie Holt, 19, of St. Cloud also set a new 
female record of 18:28.  

 Many thanks to the parents and students who came out 
so early before the parade to help out and to our many 
sponsors. These sponsors made it possible to keep the 
costs associated with the youth gathering to a mini-
mum: Dr. Jeff Holmberg, DDS, Thrivent Financial/The Nel-
son's, Allina Health, Annandale Family & Sports Chiroprac-
tic/Mitch Uecker, State Farm Insurance/David Burd, South-
brook Golf Club, Dingmann Funeral Care, Annandale Ad-
vocate, M&M Bus Service, Annandale Eye Clinic, Lundeen 
Ford, Marketplace.   Mark your calendar for next year's 
race on Saturday, July 2 with an anticipated start time of 
9:00.  Hope to see you there! 
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VBS 2015- EVEREST: CONQUERING CHALLENGES WITH GOD’S MIGHTY POWER  
 will be held at St. John’s on August 2nd—6th, 6:00-8:20pm. Parents should stay with 
their children until their crew leader arrives.  Freewill offering meals will be served  
Monday-Thursday, beginning at 5:15pm. Menu: Monday: Tacos, Tuesday: Sloppy 
Joes, Wednesday: Goulash, Thursday: Chef’s Choice. 
Join us on August 2nd for VBS Sunday, and get a taste of what these precious 
VBS participants will experience during this fantastic adventure week!  

MANY THANKS 

• to everyone who helped with the Taco Booth, to all who donated pop/water, and to all who stopped by 
and purchased a taco or two (or three or four); 

• to all who helped with the Firecracker 5K run/walk – especially Shannon Diers for serving as its coordina-
tor; 

• to the youth from St. John’s who participated with Jenny in the second Mission Day at the Annandale 
Food Shelf; 

• to all who have applied for Thrivent Action grants to help with St. John’s ministries: Sherry Olean 
(Vacation Bible School); Dan Mohwinkel (God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday); Ruth Mohwinkel (Salad/Hotdish 
Luncheon); 

• to all who helped serve lunch after the funeral of Helen Kangas; 

• to all who helped serve the Love Inc. Breakfast; 

• to all who helped plan, lead, and serve the annual Septuafest luncheon; 

• to all who supported the youth who attended the ELCA Youth Gathering in Detroit – it’s your generosity 
and prayerful support that make these opportunities and experiences possible! 

• to all those who serve on our Mowing Teams who have done such a great job of keeping our lawns look-
ing so good! 

• to Bonnie Schmidt for once again coordinating our Lutheran Night at the Twins outing. 

SUMMER WORSHIP SCHEDULE  our Summer Worship Schedule (8:30am and 10:00am) will continue 
through September 13th. Please share the Word! 

TACO BOOTH:  This year’s Taco Booth grossed $8934.00, expenses were $1910.03, the net amount earned 
for Youth Ministry/Precious Gifts totaled: $7023.97. Thanks to all who helped make this year’s Taco Booth a 
huge success! 

A SUMMER UPDATE FROM INVEST IN THE KINGDOM: ROOTED IN FAITH A STORY TO TELL: 

Total giving since the start of this campaign on May 1, 2014 is $135,787.49 given by 189 indi-
viduals and families (total giving units) including $112,402 given by 118 pledging units and an 
additional $23,385.49 given by an additional 71 non-pledging units.  The cash balance in the 
fund on July 20, 2015 is $1,572.31 after the August mortgage payment was made. 
    You will notice that the fund balance has depleted over the last several months.  We are 

currently 15 months into the current campaign and just over $8,000 behind where we should be if giving was 
the same each of the 36 months of the campaign (to reach the $345,132 needed to pay the 36 monthly mort-
gage payments during the three year campaign).  Additional gifts will be needed to get back on track and con-
tinue making our monthly mortgage payments. 
To the 189 generous giving units in our congregation, thank you for your continued gifts!  Whether you have 
made a onetime contribution or contribute regularly, whether you have made a large gift or a small gift, each 
and every one of you is appreciated and crucially important to the success of this campaign.   
Invest in the Kingdom: Rooted in Faith, a Story to Tell is a three year capital campaign that kicked off on 
May 1, 2014 and will run through April 30, 2017.  The campaign raises the funds needed to pay the monthly 
mortgage payment of $9,587 on our church building.   

THANK YOU RECEIVED:  Dear St. John’s, Thank you so very much for the warm blanket!  I snuggled up in it 
at the all-night graduation party.  Everyone was so jealous, ha ha!    Thanks again!  Naomi Volden 
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God’s Work. Our Hands – Day of Service 
September 13, 2015 – Mark Your Calendars. 
This year St. John’s will focus our day of serving at Camp Friendship. The Camp has many projects and 
needs that we can work on for our Day of Service on September 13th.  The following activities have been 
identified.  Please sign-up to participate in the activity of your choice.  
As in other years we will have a short service prior to going out to serve. Services will be provided at 8:30 
and 10:00; after the service volunteers are asked to go to the Camp (Clearwater Lake) and join your service 
team. More details will be provided. 
This is an opportunity to volunteer and to work with others at St. John’s.  You are asked to serve approxi-
mately 3 hours. If you are painting or cleaning or clearing brush make sure to wear closed toe shoes and 
bring your own gloves. Tying blankets can be done by all. This will be an indoor activity. Other tasks may be 
added as new items come to our attention. 
     The projects we have set aside for the St. John’s Day of Service at Camp     
              Friendship include: 

Cleaning Arts & Crafts;   Clear brush on hillside from the lodge to Goldfinch;  
6 people    30 people 

Painting inside resort cabins x3;  Scrape, prime and paint walls to tunnel; 
15 people    6-8 people 

Pull buckthorn;    Check decks for rot and pound nails; 
20 people    2 people 

Paint pillars in parking lot;  Tying blankets 
2 people    20 people 

MATAMBA UPDATE  The plans have been made and the tickets purchased for Terri Jensen and Mona Volden 
to travel to our sister church in Matamba Tanzania- East Africa this month.  Please keep them in prayer on 
this ‘safari’ which is August 23- September 9. In preparation, we are asking for all student sponsors to write a 
letter to their student(s). Please include a photo of yourself/family for them to keep. A $25 donation would al-
so be appreciated so school and personal supplies can be purchased for them during this visit.  A suitcase 
has been set up in the back of the church to collect additional items to bring to them. Items could include as-
pirin, Motrin, vitamins, prenatal vitamins, new hand towels, duct tape, Neosporin, or funds to purchase malar-
ia medications, antibiotics, mosquito nets or feminine products.  Checks can be made out to St John’s with 
Matamba in the memo line and placed in the offering or given to the office staff. Please do not leave funds in 
the suitcase. If you would like to write a letter to the people of the Matamba parish, they would love to hear 
from you and also see your photo! 
While there, Terri and Mona will worship with the Matamba congregation, present them with a letter from 
Pastor Dave (and perhaps you!) and a gift from our congregation, visit students in the primary and secondary 
schools, assess and support clean water project needs, visit outlying communities and preaching points, pro-
vide supplies for the hospital and represent you to our brothers and sisters in Matamba.  A stop will be made 
in Amsterdam to meet with another group who is involved in the Matamba congregation and community. The 
hope is to provide a coordinated partnership with all the organizations involved with Matamba. 
 Please keep Terri and Mona in your prayers. The commissioning service for this trip will be on August 9th. 

SALAD/HOTDISH LUNCHEON—WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 16TH:  The 
11th Annual Garden Salad & Hotdish Luncheon is scheduled for Wednes-
day, September 16th, from 11 am to 1 pm.  Tickets will be sold at the door 
– Adults $8 and children under age ten $3.  Take-out is available.  The 
fundraiser proceeds benefit WELCA charities.  Your help is needed to 
make it a fun, successful event! Sign-up sheets will be posted for food 
donations, servers, clean up, ticket sales and table decorations.  Mark 
your calendars now for delicious eating and great fellowship.  Gather up 
friends, neighbors, co-workers and join us.  Watch for further details re-
garding the Garden Salad & Hotdish Luncheon.  See you there!   

MEALS ON WHEELS:  
St. John’s members will again be 
delivering meals for the month of 
September. Please sign up at 
the Welcome Center desk if you 
are able to help 
with these  
important  
deliveries! 

Pictures from 

2014 

T-Shirt Order In-
formation is avail-
able in the gather-
ing area; deadline 
to order t-shirts is 
August 6th. 
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ENDOWMENT NEWS “Thank you for joining the ELCA Malaria Campaign’s observance or World Malaria Day!  
Your recent gift of $100.00 to the Malaria Campaign is helping to provide life-saving malaria interventions in 
13 countries in Africa. ‘Before the malaria program began,’ says Owiken Jackson, ‘we used to frequent the 
hospital.’  Malaria was a constant presence in the lives of Jackson and his family, who live in the Katakwi Dis-
trict of Uganda.  ‘But then the Lutheran malaria program came, and the Village Health Team came to our 
home to help us,’ says Jackson.  The Village Health Team members helped Jackson access mosquito nets, 
educational programming, and malaria testing and treatment.  ‘The cases of malaria in my household have 
reduced!’  Jackson says.  ‘I am grateful for this malaria program, and I pray that the same spirit will continue.’ 
As the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, we are called to be the church for the sake of the world.  We 
are inspired by the love of Christ to work for healing and wholeness for all of God’s people.   Thank you for 
your faithful support.     In Christ’s service,   Daniel Rift, Director, ELCA World Hunger and Disaster Appeal 
 
Dear Rev. Nelson and members of St. John’s Lutheran Church,  What a blessing it was to receive your gift in 
the mail.  Thank you so much for your check in the amount of $100.00 received on 6/12/2015 for Lutheran 
Social Service of Minnesota. With all of the ways your benevolence dollars might be invested, we are so 
grateful you have shared them with those who use the services of LSS of MN.  It’s because of you that LSS is 
able to provide: a hot nutritious meal or a caring companion for an older adult, financial or family counseling 
for a returning veteran, a second chance for a homeless youth, independence for a person with a disability, 
recovery from natural disaster for a family trying to rebuild, and so much more!…Thank you again for your 
important contribution.   Your gift will provide new life and hope to the 1 in 65 Minnesotans who utilize the 
services of LSS of MN each year.  Many blessings, Mary M. Brown, Director of Congregational Relations 
 
We are truly grateful for each and every gift that we receive towards our Endowment – be they memorial gifts, 
or simply special gifts.   Thanks to those gifts, we are able to support important ministries within our congre-
gation, community, and beyond.  Please now that each and every donor will be included in our Remem-
brance Book.  Please remember that any gift given to the Endowment, large or small, is a gift that will keep 
on giving!   We especially hope that you will consider the St. John’s Endowment in your Estate Planning.   
Simply include the following in your will or estate plan:       “I/We bequeath ___% of my/our estate to the St. 
John’s Lutheran Church Endowment Fund held by the InFaith Community Foundation, located at 331 West 
Harrison Street, Annandale, Minnesota.” 

SUNDAY SCHOOL/D-WAY:  IMPORTANT DATES TO MARK ON YOUR FALL CALENDAR!! 
 September 16th – D-Way Guide Training and D-Way Parent Meeting (3rd-9th Grade) 
 September 20th – RALLY SUNDAY  (Fall Worship Schedule Begins – 8:15am and 10:30am)    
Presentation of Bibles to our 3 year olds and 7th Graders; Installation of Sunday school and D-Way teachers/
guides… and more! 
 September 23rd – D-Way Classes Begin 

BUILDING A STEWARDSHIP HOUSE: TOOLS FOR A STRONG FOUNDATION OF GENEROSITY The way the Spirit 
builds the Lord’s House is dramatically changing!  A strong foundation is needed, one that is laid in the ground 
amidst shifting priorities but also a desire to be generous.  Through “TED style” talks – three gifted speakers will 
offer tools for laying a strong foundation of generosity. This event will be offered twice in August.   It will first be of-
fered on August 20th at Bethlehem Lutheran in St. Cloud.  The other offering will be a week later, on August 27th, at 
Gustavus in St. Peter – and this event will be “live streamed” to a national audience.      Each event will run from 
6:30-8:45pm. Speakers and topics include: 
1)Young Adults and Giving Practices: Investing in an Idea – Rev. Adam Copeland, Director of the Center for Stew-
ardship Leaders,  Luther Seminary; 
2) Because Anxiety Makes Us Stupid… Rev. Catherine Malotky, Director of Development,  Luther Seminary 
3) Surprise!  Introverted Treasurers Positively Affect Stewardship – David Anfinson, CPA and owner of Anfinson 
Thompson Accounting Services, Willmar, MN 
4) Crowdfunding the Church: What Digital Tools Support Ministry Today?   Does Kickstarter and Indiegogo Have 
Any Utility for the Church – Rev. Adam Copeland. 
     Registration deadline is August 17th for the event in St. Cloud, and August 24th for the “live streamed” event.   
This event is sponsored by our ELCA’s Southwestern and Southeastern Minnesota Synods.  Congregations/
persons in the SW and SE MN Synods may attend the in-person or live stream at no cost.   Please register online 
at www.swmnelca.org, events page.   Pastor Dave has registered to attend the event in St. Cloud, and would be 
willing to take others in his car.   Please let him know if you are interested in attending. 
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Do you winter down south?  Remember to let the 
 office know your return date—we can either 
email or mail you the monthly newsletter.   

GOT E-MAIL?? Currently  the Good News!  gets sent to 
223 different e-mail addresses yet we still mail out to 250.  
If you would like to receive the newsletter as an e-mail just 
let the office know at ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-
annandale.org.  It works great and is very cost-effective!     
CHANGING ADDRESS:  MOVING AWAY?? For every 
piece of returned mail or updated address we are 
charged a .57 fee from the post office. In addition, for 
those who will be moving and are leaving the area perma-
nently,  please notify the office at 274-8827.  Thank you.   

IN NEED OF PRAYER? 
People at St. John’s are ready to pray for and with you 
--- in times of joy, and in times of need.  To activate 
this prayer ministry please contact the church office.   
Only the information you choose to share will be 
passed on to the Prayer Ministry participants.   But 
please understand that if you are calling on behalf of 
another person, in order to respect the right of privacy, 
and for the sake of confidentiality, you must have that 
individual’s permission before we can activate the 
prayer ministry and pray for them by name.   
Also, please know that our prayer ministry is ALWAYS 
open to additional participants.  If you would like to be 
included in either the Prayer Chain (where you would 
receive a telephone contact) or the email prayer group 
– please contact the church office.    

PASTORAL VISITS  Please call the church office and 
let us know if you desire a pastoral visit – especially if 
you are going to be hospitalized.  If it is an emergency 
feel free to call Pastor Dave or Pastor Tom at home.   

 

COMING UP… 
• Precious Gifts Preschool Orientation/

Open House—September 3rd at 
6:30pm 

• Precious Gifts Preschool Begins—September 9th 

• Annandale Care Center Communion Service – Septem-
ber 4th at 1:30pm 

• God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday – September 13th 

• D-Way Guide Training, Parent’s Meeting – September 
16th 

• Rally Sunday – September 20th  (Fall Worship Schedule  
 Begins) 

• St. John’s Leads Worship at Annandale Care Center –  
 September 20th 

• D-Way Classes begin – September 23rd 

MISSION TRIP FUNDRAISERS:   ALUMINUM CANS/
POINTS: There is a collection area for bagged aluminum 
cans (no used aluminum foil please) in the outdoor garbage 
area.  We also collect COBORNS/CASH WISE points 
throughout the year—there is a collection bucket located out-
side of the office. 

  Monthly Income Monthly Expense General Fund Balance  

General Fund June 2015 $28,553.27 $40,466.38 $14,575.15  

      

 
2015 Monthly 

Average $32,770.09 $35,612.23   

Building 
Fund 

  Monthly Mortgage Building Balance  

  $8,174.39 $9,587.00 $5,982.31  

Precious Gifts 
Preschool  

 PG Expense PG Balance 
 

  $96.00 $1,486.96 ($847.56)  

Notes: 1. June General Fund had almost $12,000 less income than expense. 

 

2. Building Fund receipts were below mortgage by almost $1,400. 

3. PG has a negative balance of ($847.56). 
4.   PG will receive $1,000 from Taco Booth Funds in July, 2015.  

                           THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROUS GIFTS!  

VIA DE CRISTO  Adults interested in a weekend 
experience that is sure to bring a new added depth to 
your faith are encouraged to consider attend one of 
the upcoming Via de Cristo weekends. For upcoming 
weekend dates and places, and additional information 
concerning Via de Cristo weekends, please check out 
the website at www.mnviadecristo.org or talk with Ar-
dis Nelson or Pastor Dave. 

FIRST FRIDAY COMMUNION SERVICE AT  

ANNANDALE CARE CENTER  Our monthly service of 
Holy Communion will be Friday, August 7th at 1:30pm. 
While this worship service is intended for all St. John’s 
members who are residents at the Care Center and 
Centennial Villa apartments, it is open to ALL (both res-
idents and family and friends).   

TEC WEEKENDS  Youth interested in attending a Teens 
Encounter Christ weekend, or serving on a TEC Team, 
are encouraged to check out the Metro TEC website at: 
www.mmltec.org or talk to Pastor Dave or Jenny. 
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Council members contact your Missions – What are you currently working on. Is there anything else you would like to share 

with the board. Please let your mission know to send minutes of each meeting to Bonnie as soon as possible after the meeting.  

St. John’s Lutheran Church Council Meeting    Date:  07-20-15   Start: 7:00 p.m.     End: 

COUNCIL: Pastor Dave Nelson, Nancy Berg, Madeleine Duret, Penny Hogberg, Matt Honsey, Matt Treichler,  Lisa Borders, Denny 

Abernathy, Bill Berry  Absent: Dave Hadler, Jason Koets, Kris Townsend,  Kris Nelson  
 

 
 
 
 

Topic Discussion Action 

Devotions: Denny Abernathy     N/A 

Scripture 
and Prayer 

Pastor Dave- from the Gospel of Mark      N/A 

Approval of 
Agenda 

Motion made to amend July’s Council agenda to change all motions in new and 
unfinished business. 

MSP: P.Dave/
Lisa 

Secretary’s 

Report 

Motion: Approval of June Council Minutes MSP: Exec/Bill 
  

Treasurer’s 

Report 

Motion: Approval of Treasurer Mark Nelson’s Report- Discussion on possible 
new ways to increase availability to give-Matt Honsey will speak to Stewardship 
committee on ways to communicate to congregation some tricks that others do to 
stay on track with their giving. 

MSP: Exec/
Penny 

Unfinished 
Business: 

Motion: Approve retro-fit of Sanctuary lights pending final approval from Proper-
ty Committee-committee will get clarification on verbiage/terms on pending con-
tract of first bid and also get a second bid for comparison not to exceed 5800.00 
and then give recommendation. Must be done before end of August to get Utility 
rebate from Xcel Energy. 

MSP:Exec/
Madeleine 

New  

Business 

Motion: To purchase a new server, if the additional RAM purchased doesn't 
solve the problems the office staff was experiencing.  The Office Staff will con-
sult with Treasurer Mark Nelson and Denny before a decision is made to pur-
chase a new server. 
Motion: Purchase new computer for CYF director, Jenny-her computer is over 5 
years old- office computers need to be on a rotation for renewal.  
Auditor Needed – 3 year term 

Treasurer Needed for next year 

  

MSP: Exec/ 
Penny 

MSP: Exec/
Lisa 

Ministry 
Updates 

Outreach Committee-God's Work, Our Hands will be Sept. 13th where all work 
will concentrate at Camp Friendship. 
Property Committee-moving forward on replacing the sanctuary lights. 

     N/A 

Council Re-
minders: 

July Offering: Early- Penny Late- Penny      Share/Treat: Denny 

Penny signed up to collect offering for both services- August 2nd. The remaining 
Sundays are open. Please sign up for a Sunday and for one or both services. Offer-
ing sign up in library. 
August- Share/Treat:   Lisa 

  

N/A 

Pastor 
Dave’s  
Report: 

We have applied and received Thrivent Action Grants to assist with the 
Chili Cook-off, Firecracker 5K, Taco Booth, Septuafest, and V.B.S. and 
awaiting confirmation of an application for "God's Work, Our Hands” Sun-
day. 

   N/A 

Adjourn-
ment 

Motion to extend meeting 10 minutes. 
Motion to extend meeting 15 minutes. 
Motion to adjourn. 

MSP: Matt T./Bill 
MSP: Penny/Matt T. 

MSP: Madeleine/
Matt H. 

Announce-
ments/ Prayer 

Pastor Dave   



Coming up… Precious Gifts Preschool Orientation/Open House—September 3rd at 

6:30pm;  Annandale  Care Center Communion Service – September 4th  at 1:30pm;  Precious 
Gifts Preschool Begins—September 9th;  God’s Work, Our Hands Sunday – September 

13th;         D-Way Guide Training,  Parent’s Meeting – September 16th; Rally Sunday – Sep-

tember 20th   (Fall Worship Schedule Begins); St. John’s Leads Worship at Annandale Care 

Center – September 20th; D-Way Classes begin – September 23rd 

  

  

August 2015   

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday   

            1 

VBS Decoration            
and Setup 

  

2  VBS SUNDAY 

8:30am Traditional 
Worship with 
Communion 

10:00am 

Contemporary 
Worship with 
Communion 

3:00pm Cub Scouts- 
Ed. Bldg. 
  

Vacation Bible 

School 

6:00-8:20pm 

  

3 

6:00pm Boy 
Scouts 

7:00pm Sarah 
Circle 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Vacation Bible 

School 

6:00-8:20pm 

  

4 

8:00am Men's Bi-
ble 

Study 

10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 

5:00pm Property 

Team Meeting 

  
  
  
Vacation Bible 

School 

6:00-8:20pm 

  

5 

9:30am Staff 
Meeting 

1:30pm Mary Circle 

3:45pm Coloring 

Club at ACC 

7:30pm AA 

Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 
  
  
  
Vacation Bible 

School 

6:00-8:20pm 

  

6 

9:15am Annandale 

Improvement 
Club-at Annandale 

Municipal Park 

9:30am Endowment 
Mtg. 

  
  
  
  

Vacation Bible 

School 

6:00-8:20pm 

  

7 

1:30pm Com-
munion Service 
at Annandale 
Care Center 

8 

11:00am 

Carlson/Johnson 

Family Reunion 

  
  
  
  
  
  

Annandale Art 
Crawl 

  

  

9 Commissioning 
of Matamba Trip 

8:30am Tradition-
al Worship w/
Communion 

10:00am 

Contemporary 
Worship w/
Communion 

10 

9:30am Hands for 
Hope 

2:00pm Ruth Cir-
cle 

6:00pm Boy 
Scouts 

8:00pm Boy 

Scouts-Venture 
- Library 

11 

8:00am Men's Bi-
ble 

Study 

10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 

7:30pm Executive 

Committee Mtg. 

12 

Youth Mission Day 

9:30am Lydia/
Naomi 
Circle 

9:30am Staff 
Meeting 

7:30pm AA 

Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

13 

9:30am Annan-
dale Christian 
Women's Club 

3:00pm Grief 
Group-Linda Hall 

14 15 

8:00am 

Private Baby 
Shower 

  

16Youth Gathering 

           Recap 

8:30am Traditional 
Worship 

10:00am 

Contemporary 

Worship 

3:00pm  Ministry of 
Support&Stwrdshp 

  

17 

6:00pm Ministry 
of Outreach 

7:00pm Church 

Council 
8:00pm Boy 

Scouts-Venture 
- Library 

18 

8:00am Men's Bi-
ble 

Study 

10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 

4:30pm Ministry of 
Worship & Music 
Meeting 

19 

9:30am Staff 
Meeting 

3:45pm Coloring 

Club at ACC 

7:30pm AA 

Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

20 

10:00am Newsletter 
Deadline 

  
Stewardship Event 
at Bethlehem Lu-
theran-St.Cloud 

21 22 

  

23    Backpack 

         Blessing 

8:30am Tradition-
al Worship w/
Communion 

10:00am 

Contemporary 
Worship w/
Communion 

24 

9:30am Hands for 
Hope 

25 

8:00am Men's Bi-
ble 

Study 

10:00am Women's 

Bible Study 

26 

9:30am Staff 
Meeting 

7:30pm AA 

Meeting-Ed. Bldg. 

27 

1:00pm Writing 

Memories Group 

  
Stewardship Event 

in St. Peter – 
Streamed Live 

28 29 

  

30 

Healing Prayers 

8:30am Traditional 

Worship 

8:30am 

Contemporary 

Worship 

31 

First Day of 

School-
Annandale 

 
 

        



  
AUGUST 

  
Greeters/ 

Welcome Cen-
ter 

  
Readers 

  

Acolytes 

  
Coffee/Treats 

Servers 

  
Audio/Video 

Tech
s 

August 2 

8:30 

Dick Behm Loretta Peterson Kayla Wold 

Justin Lampi 
Jim & Roxanne 
Weege Family 

A:  Jim Hallstrom 

V:  Diane Nelson 

August 2 

   10:00 

Anton & Andrea 
Welter Family 

  

 Michelle Wang  Riley Niedzielski 
Joslyn Marquette 

  

 Kris & Trish Town-
send Family 

A:  Shelly Mikel 
V:  Luke Mikel 

August 9 

8:30 

 Dave & Mary 
Holmgren 

  

Bev Sorensen Madelyn Wagener 
Brianna O’Brien 

  

 Julie Wolfsteller 
Verna Dahnke 

A:  Lisa DBlocker 
V:  Becky Unger 

August 9 

10:00 

Bruce & Robin 
Jacobson 

  Arthur Kjaer 

Jake Mader 

  

Tim & Karen Wolff 
Family 

A:  Erik Jacobson 

V:  Denise Schultz 

August 16 

8:30 

 Herschuel & La-
Donna Howell 

   McKenzie Adams  Joyce Dahl 
Vicki Derosier 

  

A:  Jim Framstad 

V:  Phyllis Framstad 

August 16 

10:00 

  Bill Berry & 
Janelle Nilson 

Family 

Peggy Bodell Caleb Bianchi  Don & Karla Wold 
Family 

A:  Caleb Treichler 
V:  Julie Hahn 

  

August 23 

8:30 

Earling &Charlene 
Jerpseth 

   Garrett Lindquist 
Maxwell Wiles 

  

 Dan & Nancy 
Berg 

A:  Mike Miller 
V:  Denise Schultz 

August 23 

10:00 

Matt & Tina Hon-
sey Family 

  Abigail Molldrem 

Olivia Honsey 

 Dean & Jill Wrob-
bel Family 

A: Shelly Mikel 
V: Ethan Nilson 

August 30 

8:30 

Bryan & Jennifer 
Kulm Family 

  Isaac Hagstrom Mark & Holly Ber-
telsen 

A:  Diane Nelson 

V:  Jim Peterson 

August 30 

10:00 

Dave & Penny 
Hogberg 

  Kayla Wold Keith & Julie Aeik-
ens 

A:  Carter Diers 

V:  Jordan Diers 

Ushers 
 

8:30 Service 
Warren & Delores Hogberg 
Denny & Sam Harmoning 

 

 

10:00 Service 
The Fleischacker Family 

Dan Lemm 

WELCA Circles: 
Sarah Circle:  Monday, August 3rd at  
  7:00pm 

Hostess: 
Bible Study Leader: 

Lydia/Naomi Circle:  Wednesday,  
           August 12th at 9:30 am 

Hostess:   Shirley Diskerud 
Bible Study Leader:  Group 

Mary Circle:  Wednesday, August 5th  
            at 1:30pm 

Bible Study Leader: Eloise Stram 
Hostess:   Lorraine Johnson 

Ruth Circle:  Monday, August 10th at 
2pm 

 
Altar Guild 

 
Phyllis Looft 

Ruth Mohwinkel 







ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
ELCA 
331 W. Harrison St. 
Annandale, MN  55302 
 
Office Phone: 320-274-8827 
Office Fax: 320-274-7283 
 
Precious Gifts Preschool:                    
320-274-9722 
 
Email: stjohns@stjohns-annandale.org 
 

Web site: www.stjohns-annandale.org 
 
Office Hours: 
Monday—Friday,  
8:00 am—4:00 pm 
 
Sunday Worship Times:  
8:30 am Traditional 
10:00 am  Contemporary 
 
 
 

Ministry Chairpersons: 
Children, Youth & Family 
Jill Wrobbel 
jwrobbel@annandale.k12.mn.us 
 
Outreach: 
Marilyn Hallstrom 
Marilyn.hallstrom@ 
hallstromconsulting.com 
       
Worship and Music: 
                 
Support and Stewardship: 
 

 

ELCA Missionary 
Terri Jensen 
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St. John’s Staff 
 
Dave Nelson, Lead Pastor        
                     dnelson@stjohns-annandale.org  
Tom Heyd, Pastor                          
            tjheyd@gmail.com 
Jenny Aleckson, CYF Director  
                   jaleckson@stjohns-annandale.org 
Bonnie Schmidt, Financial Administrator    
       bschmidt@stjohns-annandale.org   
Lisa Dietrich-Blocker, Administrative Asst. 
         ldietrich-blocker@stjohns-annandale.org      
Becky Unger, Worship Support Specialist     
          bunger@stjohns-annandale.org 
Orma Lou Jacobsma,  Organist  
Becky Unger & Penny Koets, Contemporary  
Worship Co-leaders        pohibku@yahoo.com/
           pkoets@annandale.k12.mn.us      
Ron Wright, Custodian   
       rwright@lakedalelink.net                                                            
Robin Jacobson, Precious Gifts Director/
Teacher                   robin@jacobsonfarm.com 
Nichole Abernathy, Wedding Coordinator                                                               
           nichole.abernathy@yahoo.com                           
Lara Kjaer, Precious Gifts Teacher Assistant 
Mark Nelson, Chancel Choir Director    
                   music2Xnelson@gmail.com  

Sunday School Superintendents: 
 Kurt & Jackie Bruhn,                                                                                                                                                            

              kjbruhn@msn.com                              

eff. September 20, 2015: 
Sunday Worship:   
8:15 am Traditional  

10:30 am Contemporary 
 

Christian Education/JOLT: 
9:30 am Sunday 


